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DIARY DATES

WEDNESDAY 22ND MARCH - 
FRIDAY 25TH MARCH
Yr 3/4/5 CAMP

THURSDAY 13TH APRIL
Last Day of Term 1

TERM DATES
Term 2  May 1st - July 7th
Term 3  July 24th - Sept 29th
Term 4  October 16th - Dec 15th

2017 Entertainment Books are 
coming!

April is Autism Awareness
Month

 

Premiers Reading 
Challenge
See Library for 
details

2017 Newsletter 2

External Review

As part of our continuous school improvement we will be involved 
in an external school review with a review panel. The purpose of 
external school reviews is to support schools to raise achievement, 
sustain high performance and provide quality assurance to build 
public confidence in government schools.All government schools will 
be externally reviewed every four years.The focus of the review is to 
evaluate school performance. The review panel consists of a review 
officer and a trained review principal. The review will occur on 15th 
May 2017.We will find out the aspects of the school’s improvement 
that have been verified through the review processes as well as 
the improvements that we need to make in the future. During the 
external school review, some students, parents, governing council 
members and staff will be asked to provide information to the review 
panel in a number of ways. These include:

• individual interviews

• group discussions (with students or staff or parents)

• meetings (usually governing council, staff meeting)

• visits into classrooms

We appreciate your support and time in helping us with this external 
school review process.

Please contact the front office if you do not want your child to 
participate in any part of the review.

Governing Council

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 20 March and we 
have filled all but two of the parent positions. For the two remaining 
positions we are seeking nominations from our parent community. 
If you are interested but wish to find out more before nominating 
please contact the school and leave your details and I will get back 
to you. To nominate please complete the nomination slip on the back 
page and return to Front Office by Friday 7th April.

Warm Regards

Andrew Dickinson



JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Families and Carers,
We welcome new students and families to our classes and the introduction of an outdoor play area near 
the Ochre building since our last newsletter. We thank the grounds committee and grounds staff for their 
initiative. Students also enjoyed a successful Sports Day led by Warren McInnes.
Please remember your child’s class teacher will have current knowledge of issues that affect your child 
and I encourage all parents and carers to meet with their teachers. Communication books and diaries 
are provided to all students and offer a way of sharing information. You are also most welcome to phone 
our Junior Office to make an appointment with teachers. Parent interview information for the R-6 will be 
available soon, as interviews are in weeks 10 and 11 of this term.
Students are all expected to do some learning at home to support the school program. Depending on 
the student’s year level, that usually involves reading. Most students need to read daily and so listening 
to your child read, reading with your child and visiting libraries are all positive activities. The Premier’s 
Reading Challenge is also an excellent opportunity for our students to develop a love of reading.
Kind regards,

Sue Wirth
Senior leader R-6 Sub School

The Fundraising committee are 
looking for donations of items no 
more than $5.00 in value for our 
Mother’s Day Stall. Donations can be 
handed in at the Front Office of the 
Junior School. Ideas for donations: 
Mugs, pens, soaps, pot plants and 
hand creams/moisturisers.

SUN SMART POLICY
As a SunSmart Junior School, to 
minimise the danger of ultraviolet 
radiation exposure for students, 

we require Junior School 
students to wear appropriate sun 

protective clothing and school 
hats.

NO HAT, NO PLAY
We encourage ALL 

students to wear a school 
bucket hat to be complaint 
with the SunSmart Policy..

GDC BUCKET HATS $10.00  
GDC Socks   $ 4.00 

AVAILABLE FROM JUNIOR 
OFFICE

Positive Education News

In the Junior School we 
have been focussing on 
the 10 Positive Emotions 
within the Positive Education 
Framework. They are: 
Gratitude, Serenity, Interest, 
Hope, Pride, Amusement, 
Inspiration, Awe, Love and 
Joy. So far we have looked 
at Love, Awe and Pride. 
You may have noticed our 
front office decorated with 
beautiful love hearts in the 
school colours. Each student 
was given the question, 
“what do you love about 
our school?” and asked to 
answer that by writing or 
drawing their answer to that 
question onto the love heart. 
Each class, more recently, 
have focussed on Pride. 
We will replace the love 
heart display with samples 
of student’s work they are 
proud of. Be sure to keep an 
eye out in the front office. As 
staff, we are very proud of 
our students and how they 
have leapt into their learning 
so far this year. 
Kind Regards,
Todd McGuigan 
Assistant Head of Junior 
School



MIDDLE SCHOOL
Middle School students have settled in nicely to their daily routines and are producing some great 
work across their classes.  We have been having weekly Year Level assemblies on Tuesday’s for 
Year 9’s and Wednesday’s for Year 7’s and 8’s.  All students have been doing a great job in getting to 
these meetings on time and listening to the daily notices.  In the Middle School, we are also trialling a 
‘Student of the Month’ to start to recognise some of the great work our students are doing at school.  
Teachers will nominate students in their classes who regularly display the school values in all aspects 
of their schooling.  Awards and certificates will be presented to students during a more formal Year 
Level assembly towards the end of term.  Winners will also be published in the newsletter.There has 
been some great work happening across all subjects.

 Mr Clifton’s Year 7 class has produced some fantastic models that represent their learning about 
Ancient Cultures.  Ms King’s year 9 Science classes have created a variety of atoms to demonstrate 
what they have learned about Nuclear Chemistry.  All Year 8 Science classes have also begun visits 
to the Agriculture Plot where they have been responsible for collecting, washing and packaging eggs 
produced by our chickens.  Music with Mr Mollart and Ms Walker has also proved to be a popular 
subject with many students playing an instrument for the first time or improving on skills they already 
had.  It has been great to hear their musical compositions come together.Participation from all Middle 
School students in our recent school Sports Day was also excellent.

 It was great to see students joining in with all sorts of events to get points to support their team.  The 
4WD push and Vortex throw proved very popular.  While Murray proved to be the winners on the day, it 
was fantastic to see so many students joining in, having fun and celebrating their achievements.

Liz Rankin



  SENIOR SCHOOL
Orientation Day Yr 11

Our Year 11 students recently 
took part in an educationally 
beneficial orientation day to start 
off the year. 

The day covered a range of key 
topics, beginning with a “Cyber 
Bullying and the Law” seminar. 
This presentation gave an 
insight into possible outcomes 
of cyber bullying, what a person 
could do if they are being bullied 
online and the appropriate 
people to reach out to, whether 
it is yourself who is in an unsafe 
online environment or someone 
you know. After the first break, 
the day continued with a 
presentation from the Australian 
Defence Force. This was highly 
informative and gave students 
insight into the options available.  
After this seminar the students 
were given the opportunity to 
ask questions and speak to the 
officers.  

We then had a SACE and VET 
forum which was run by GDC 
teachers, Ms Quintal & Mr 
Keep. This  presentation was 
beneficial and enlightening, 
giving students an awareness 
into what SACE contains, how 
it works, and what you have to 
do to achieve it. Ms Quintal kept 
the students engaged by adding 
some interaction with the 
audience by asking questions 
about SACE and giving out little 
lolly prizes for the winners.

After the second break, 
the program introduced a 
guest speaker for the Road 
Awareness Program (RAP) 
which seemed to have the 
most impact on the students.  
As a survivor of a car crash, 
“Sam” said this accident tore 
her family apart. Between the 

guest speaker, the interactive 
demonstrations with the 
audience and the videos shown 
to the students, it was a very 
emotional experience. As a 
student who took part in the 
Orientation day, I can say it was 
an informative, educational, 
valuable and interesting 
experience and one which was 
eye opening to say the least. 
It gave us a detailed vison into 
other possibilities once we have 
finished our schooling. After 
speaking to other members of 
my cohort, I can say that their 
feedback was all very similar to 
mine, some even mentioning 
that it has given them more of an 
insight into their potential for the 
future.

Danica – Yr 11 Student

OUR SUCCESSFUL SWIMMING TEAM AT THE RECENT SSSSA 
CARNIVAL. 4TH OVERALL IN COMBINED TEAM SCORES. 

Congratulations to our SSO, 
Leanne Pool who was named 
as a finalist for SA Cricket 
Association Volunteer of the 
Year.
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GDC PASTORAL CARE WORKERS
Ailsa Roberts - Junior School PCW and Josh Sanders - Senior School PCW

Failing

In 2009 I went to university to study teaching and after two years of the degree, I found myself in a 
placement at a school.  I went into the placement with arrogance and a poor attitude. After days of the 
class screaming at me, lessons going nowhere and long nights stressing, I failed my placement and I 
became angry for a long time. 

I spent that time blaming others for my failure because I was so afraid of the very thought of failing. When 
I recognised my faults in the situation, I was able to see where I needed to improve and I moved on.
It is important for us to know that failing isn’t a bad thing because it helps us grow and develop; what 
matters is how we deal with our failure.  If we can choose to accept failure and learn from it, failure won’t 
limit us, instead it will help us grow.

Josh Sanders

  

  

        
   
 
    



imagiNATION 
Excursion



CANTEEN LUNCH ORDER APP 
INTRODUCING an EASY, SECURE, & CONVENIENT 
way to order STUDENT LUNCHES order and pay for 
items from your phone at a time and place that suits 
you. 
Gawler & District College and Rory’s School lunches are 
excited to launch online ordering for lunches via the Qkr! 
app. 

For those who are new to the app, Qkr! by MasterCard is 
a secure payment app for schools and can be downloaded 
for free from the App Store for iPhone and iPad or from 
Google Play for Android phones and tablets.

It is a convenient way for you to order and pay for your 
child’s lunch from the Tuck Shop using your smart phone – 
anytime, anywhere.
And just a reminder - the cut off time each day for 
placing lunch orders through the Qkr! App is 9.15am.

THE AB ED room is now open with teachers 
and tutors ready to help!

Middle and Senior School students can 
come out of class (with teacher permission) 
to use the Ab Ed room as a quiet place 
to work or get help with their work and 
assessment tasks. Junior School students 
can work on their class work, literacy and 
numeracy with our teachers and tutors (who 
will collect students from class).

Check the Ab Ed timetable for more details.

Layla Clarke - Ab Ed Coordinator



School Uniform Enquiries
Open Fridays 9-11am 
via the Main Reception Office
To sell /purchase 2nd hand 
uniforms enquire Main & Junior 
School Receptions.
We always welcome donations 
of 2nd hand uniforms. 
More information 
http://gdc.sa.edu.au/parentinfo

School Canteen Lunch Orders
Provided from Rory’s School 
Lunch Order Menu. 
View and print a PDF menu  
www.rorys.com.au/school-lunches
or go on the Qkr app.

 

GDC SCHOOL FEES

SCHOOL FEES ARE NOW DUE.
Payment plans can be arranged. 
 
Pay in person during school hours 
or online http://gdc.sa.edu.au/
invoice.htm

School Card applications must 
be submitted each year.  These 
forms are available on line or from 
the school. http://gdc.sa.edu.au/
schoolcard.htm 

Governing Council Representative - 1 year Position

Name of Nominee:_____________________________________________

Child’s Name: ________________________________________________

Seconded by: ________________________________________________

Nominee Signature: ___________________________________________

Please return to Gawler & District College Front Office by Friday 7th April.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


